Why was the Herbicide mode of
action classification changed?

The previous revision of the Herbicide Resistance Action Committee
(HRAC) mode of action (MoA) classification was performed in 2010.
This update was necessary to capture new active ingredients,
ensure the MoA classification system reflects the current state of
knowledge and creates a harmonized system more globally relevant.
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Why change from letters
to numbers?

HRAC believes that a numerical code system is more globally
relevant and sustainable compared to an alphabetic code based on
English/Latin letters. Another concern about the English alphabet is
that there are only 26 letters. Today there are 26 recognized MoAs.

Over the next 10 years we anticipate up to 4 new modes of action
to be commercialized, which will exceed the 26-letter maximum.
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When will the
changes take place?

Countries currently using the
legacy system will require a long
transition period including
education and communication
before a change to numbers can
be implemented. During this
period, HRAC will continue to
support legacy alphabetic codes.
We hope to fully implement the
numerical code by the end of 2023.

Moving to numbers means there will be a
common code shared globally.



